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                Discover online learning experiences from Smithsonian Associates: live, high-quality, and engaging programs that reach audiences across the country and around the world. We also offer select in-person programs in Washington, D.C., as well as local, regional, and national study tours.
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                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Pluto: Ice World Full of Surprises
A Grand Tour of the Solar System
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 16, 2024 - 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                The New Horizons mission, which flew by Pluto in 2015, revealed a number of surprises: nitrogen glaciers, vast fields of organic compounds, ice volcanoes, geological hints that the world is relatively new, and evidence pointing to an internal ocean of water. Planetary scientist Michael Summers describes how the New Horizons mission revolutionized how we view the most distant worlds in our solar system.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Seminars - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Love and Death in Dante: Reading Inferno
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 20, 2024 - 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                What makes Dante’s Inferno essential reading today, even though it was written seven centuries ago? Literature professor Joseph Luzzi sheds light on the fascinating world of Dante’s epic poem in all its cultural and historical richness. He highlights Dante’s relationship to his beloved hometown of Florence, lacerating experience of exile, and lifelong devotion to his muse, Beatrice.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Butterflies and Moths: Winged Wonders
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 26, 2024 - 12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Discover the world’s deadliest caterpillars; a butterfly that shares its world with polar bears at one extreme and penguins at the other; and screaming moths that can jam the sonar of predatory bats. Wildlife documentary filmmaker Steve Nicholls looks at why it seems there’s no end to the tricks that evolution has come up with as it turned the Lepidoptera into one of the most successful of all insect groups.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Winning with Walla Walla Wine
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 19, 2024 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Explore the rich diversity of Walla Walla Valley as it celebrates 40 years since becoming an appellation. Sommelier Erik Segelbaum leads you in discovering the nuances in aroma, flavor profiles, and aging potential of select Walla Walla Valley wines and gaining a deeper appreciation for this renowned wine region of Washington State.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Master of Composition: Hiroshige and His Innovative Woodblock Prints
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 17, 2024 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Utagawa Hiroshige (1797-1858) was one of the last great masters of the Japanese woodblock print, credited with firmly establishing landscape as a distinctive genre within the art form. His captivating vistas of mountains, forests, and waters are some of the most enduring imagery to represent the Japanese archipelago. National Museum of Asian Art curator Kit Brooks examines Hiroshige’s training, departures from conventional woodblock print subjects, and unconventional aesthetics.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Special Programs
                                

                            

                            
                                Artist Spencer Finch in Conversation
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    April 15, 2024 - 6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Join multidisciplinary artist Spencer Finch in conversation with curator Sarah Newman of the Smithsonian American Art Museum. Finch, best known for his large-scale, site-specific works that explore changing landscapes, discusses his work and process as well as the ways in which environmentalism connects to what he does.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Introduction to Italian Futurism
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    May 10, 2024 - 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                In the early 20th century, a group of Italian artists sought to embrace modernity in all its glorious messiness and contradictions. The result was Futurism, not a style but a way of looking at life. Its adherents called for abrupt change and the replacement of reason and order with vitality and force of will. Art historian Mary Ann Calo examines Futurism as both an idea and a development in the visual arts. (World Art History Certificate elective, 1/2 credit)
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