
Page 1 

 

 
 

Surrealism: Celebrating a Global Phenomenon 
Dr. Nancy G. Heller 

Thursday, July 30, 2026 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. ET 

 

 
BASIC BIBLIOGRAPHY: 
 
     GENERAL STUDIES 
             Robert Atkins, ArtSpoke: A Guide to Modern Ideas, Movements, and Buzzwords, 1848 – 
          1944 (Abbeville Press, 1993)  
             Nancy G. Heller, Why a Painting is Like a Pizza: A Guide to Understanding and Enjoyin 
                      Modern Art (Princeton University Press, 2002)  
 Nikos Stangos (ed.), Concepts of Modern Art: Fauvism to Postmodernism (Thames & 
                       Hudson, 3rd edition, 2003) 
 
     RELEVANT ARTISTIC MOVEMENTS 
 Matthew Affron, Dreamworld: Surrealism at 100 (exhibition catalogue) (Philadelphia 
                      Museum of Art, 2025) 
             Mary Ann Caws, Surrealism (Phaidon, 2004) 
             Whitney Chadwick, Women Artists and the Surrealist Movement, rev. ed. (Thames & 

         Hudson, 2021) 
Nancy G. Heller, Women Artists: An Illustrated History (Abbeville Press; new, revised-and- 
         expanded, 5th edition due out in October 2026; see. Chapter 5) 

 David Hopkins, Dada and Surrealism: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford University Press, 
                       2004) 
 
     INDIVIDUAL ARTISTS 
        Marcel Duchamp-- 
 Arturo Schwarz, The Complete Works of Marcel Duchamp (Abrams, 1963) 
         Salvador Dalí— 
 Haim Finkelstein (editor and translator), The Collected Writings of Salvador Dalí 

      (Cambridge University Press, 1998) 
 Ian Gibson, The Shameful Life of Salvador Dalí (Norton, 1998) 
 Meryle Secrest, Salvador Dalí (E. P. Dutton 1986) 
         René Magritte— 
 Stephanie Barron, Michel Draguet, et al, Magritte and Contemporary Art: The Treachery 

      of Images (exhibition catalogue) (Los Angeles County Museum of Art, 2006) 
 Alex Danchev with Sarah Whitfield, Magritte: A Life (Pantheon, 2021) 

  Michel Foucault, Ceci n’est pas une pipe [essays based on his conversations with 
      Magritte] (University of California Press, 2008—one of several editions published—in 
      both English and French--since 1968) 

  Didier Ottinger (ed.), Magritte: The Treachery of Images (exhibition catalogue) (Centre 
      Pompidou, Paris, 2017) 

 [+, for scholarly research, a 5-volume catalogue raisonné, of Magritte’s art, plus a later  



                   Addendum, edited by David Sylvester, et al; published by the De Menil Foundation in  
                   1997.]  
        Frida Kahlo— 
 Hayden Herrera, Frida: A Biography of Frida Kahlo (Harper & Row, 1983)  
              Mari Carmen Ramirez, Frida: The Making of an Icon (Yale University Press, 2026) 
        Max Ernst— 
 Werner Spies, Max Ernst: Life and Work, An Autobiographical Collage (Thames & 
                   Hudson, 2006) 
        Dorothea Tanning— 
 Alyce Mahon, Dorothea Tanning: A Surrealist World (Yale University Press, 2026) 
        Remedios Varo— 
 Janet Kaplan, Remedios Varo: Unexpected Journeys (Abbeville Press, 2000) 
        Leonora Carrington-- 

Joanna Moorhead, Surreal Spaces: The Life and Art of Leonora Carrington (Princeton 
             University Press, 2023) 
        Kay Sage— 
 Judith D. Suther, A House of Her Own: Kay Sage’s Solitary Surrealism (University of 

      Nebraska Press, 1997) 
        Joan Miró— 
              Anne Umland, et al, Joan Miró: Painting and Anti-Painting, 1927-1937 (Museum of 

       Modern Art, 2008) 
         Jean/Hans Arp— 
  Eric Robertson, Arp: Painter, Poet, Sculptor (Yale University Press, 2006) 
         Wilfredo Lam— 
  Beverly Adams (ed.), et al, Wilfredo Lam: When I Don’t Sleep, I Dream (Museum of  

        Modern Art, 2025) 
          André Masson— 
   Clark Poling, André Masson and the Surrealist Self (Yale University Press, 2008) 
          Alberto Giacometti— 
    Michael Peppiatt, In Giacometti’s Studio (Yale University Press, 2010) 
          Meret Oppenheim— 
    Nina Zimmer (ed.), et al, Meret Oppenheim: My Exhibition (Museum of Modern Art, 

          2022)    
 
PRINCIPAL NAMES, TERMS, CONCEPTS 
     The Great War (WW I), 1914-1918 
     DADA 
     Banksy (Girl with a Balloon, 2018 auction) 
     Surrealism vs. surrealism, surrealist, surreal 
     André Breton 
     Breton’s First Manifesto of Surrealism, 1924 
     le cadavre exquis (the exquisite corpse) 
     Un Chien Andalou (An Andalusian Dog), 1929 film by Salvador Dalí & Luis Buñuel 
     Dali’s “paranoiac-critical method” 
     Gala Dalí 
     Destino (the long-delayed animated film project by Dalí with Disney) 
     Diego Rivera 
     Yves Tanguy 
     Max Ernst, Joan Miró, Jean/Hans Arp, André Masson 



     “Fantastic Art, Dada & Surrealism,” influential 1936 MoMA exhibition 
     Diego Giacometti, Annette Giacometti 
     recent exhibitions of Surrealist art 
     Surrealist (and surrealist) fashion, food 
     The High Line (NYC) 
 
PRINCIPAL ARTWORKS DISCUSSED 
     Marcel Duchamp, Nude Descending a Staircase #2, 1912 (Philadelphia Museum of Art) 
           “             “        , Fountain, 1917 (Philadelphia Museum of Art) 
     Salvador Dalí, The Persistence of Memory, 1931 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
            “           “  , The Apparition of a Face and a Fruit Dish on a Beach, 1938 (Wadsworth 

      Athenaeum Museum of Art, Hartford, Connecticut) 
            “           “  , The Sacrament of the Last Supper, 1955 (National Gallery of Art, Washington, 

       DC) 
     Giorgio de Chirico, The Song of Love, 1914 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
     René Magritte, The Son of Man, 1964 (Private Collection) 
         “            “      , The Lovers, 1928 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
         “            “      , Time Transfixed, 1938 (Art Institute of Chicago) 
         “            “      , Personal Values, 1952 (San Francisco Museums of Modern Art) 
         “            “      , La Clef des Songes (The Key of Dreams), 1930 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
         “            “      , The Treachery of Images (The Wind and the Song), 1929, (Los Angeles County 

           Museum of Art) 
         “            “      , The Human Condition (The Nature of Man), 1933 (National Gallery of Art, 

           Washington, DC) 
     Frida Kahlo, Self-Portrait as a Tehuana (Diego on My Mind), 1943 (Jacques and Natasha 

           Gelman Collection, Mexico City, Mexico) 
         “        “    , The Broken Column, 1944 (Dolores Olmedo Museum, Mexico City, Mexico) 
     Remedios. Varo, The Creation of Birds, 1958 (Museum of Modern Art [MAM], Mexico City, 

           Mexico) 
     Leonora Carrington, Self-Portrait (The Inn of the Dawn Horse), 1937 (Metropolitan Museum 

           of Art, NYC) 
     Dorothea Tanning, Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (A Little Night Music), 1943 (Tate, London) 
     Kay Sage, I Saw Three Cities, 1944 (Princeton University Art Museum, Princeton, NJ) 
     Meret Oppenheim, Object (Breakfast in Fur), 1936 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
          “                 “     , Table with Bird’s Feet, 1939 (Guggenheim Museum, NYC) 
     Alberto Giacometti, The Palace at 4am, 1932 (Museum of Modern Art, NYC) 
           “               “         , Suspended Ball, 1931 (Guggenheim Museum, NYC) 
           “               “         , Walking Man I, 1960 (Guggenheim Bilbao, Spain) 
           “               “         , Dog, 1951 (Hirshhorn Museum & Sculpture Garden, Washington, DC) 
     Laila Gohar, Loaf, 2020 (limited edition of 5, now eaten or decomposed) 
     Mika Rottenberg, Foot Fountain (Pink), 2024 (was on NYC’s High Line until recently) 
 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
             Largest collection of art by Marcel Duchamp = Philadelphia Museum of Art (PA) 
 The Definitive Dalí: A Lifetime Retrospective, documentary film directed by Adam Low, 

         1986 
 Salvador Dalí Museum in Figueres, Spain (Catalonia) 
 Salvador Dalí Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida 
             Magritte Museum (part of the Royal Museum of Fine Arts) in Brussels, Belgium 



             Magritte House Museum in Jette (outside Brussels), Belgium 
 “René and Georgette Magritte with Their Dog After the War,” song by Paul Simon, 1983 
 Frida, a feature film starring Salma Hayek & Alfred Molina, directed by Julie Taymor, 

         2002 
“El Último Sueño de Frida y Diego,” 2022 opera by Gabriela Lena Frank  
Frida Kahlo Museum, in the house where she spent most of her life (outside Mexico City,  
          Mexico) 
Max Ernst Museum, in Brühl, Germany (near Cologne) 
The Dorothea Tanning Foundation (NYC) 
Largest public collection of art by Remedios Varo = Museum of Modern Art (Mexico City) 
Leonora Carrington Museum, inside Arts Center of San Luis Potosí (Mexico) 
Largest public collection of art by Kay Sage = Mattatuck Museum (Waterbury,  

                        Connecticut) 
 Joan Miró Foundation, in Barcelon (Spain) 
 Arp Museum in Remagen-Rolandseck, Germany (south of Bonn); includes art by both 

           Jean/Hans Arp and his wife, Sophie Taeuber-Arp 
Largest public collections of art by Wifredo Lam = Wifredo Lam Center for Contemporary 
           Art (Havana, Cuba) and Reina Sofía Museum (Madrid, Spain) 
Largest public collection of art by André Masson = Pompidou Center (Paris, France) 
Largest public collections of art by Alberto Giacometti = Fondation Giacometti (Paris) and 
           Fondation Maeght (Saint Paul-de-Vence, in southeastern France) 
Largest public collection of art by Meret Oppenheim = the Kunstmuseum Bern 
           (Switzerland) 
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