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Fibula Pin Workshop         
with Mïa Vollkommer 
2dotsoverthei@gmail.com 
 

SUPPLY LIST 
 
Qty. 

 
Material / Tool 

 
Supplier/Website Link 
 

1 Chain nose pliers 
Note: the linked pliers (chain 
nose and round) are 
student/economy grade. Feel 
free to spend as much as your 
budget will allow. 

Rio Grande 
 
Fire Mountain Gems 

1 
 

Round nose pliers Rio Grande 
Fire Mountain Gems 

1 Flush cutting wire snips Rio Grande 
Fire Mountain Gems 

1 Curved head chasing hammer Rio Grande – smooth face 
Fire Mountain Gems – convex face 

1 
 

4x4” Steel block  Rio Grande 
Fire Mountain Gems 

1 Metal File 
(optional but recommended) - a 
Cut #2 metal file will speed up 
the process of making the pin 
stem thin enough for your 
chosen fabric. Please note that 
handles for the files are usually 
sold separately (I don’t use a 
handle, but you may want one 
for comfort). 

 
 
Rio Grande: 

• Flat File 
• Half Round File 
• Handle 

3 Sanding Sticks 
 

3 sanding sticks 
• Course Grit (i.e. 80) 
• Medium Grit (i.e. 120) 
• Fine Grit (1.e. 220) 

https://www.riogrande.com/product/slimline-chain-nose-pliers/111900GP/?code=111900
https://www.firemountaingems.com/1606TL.html
https://www.riogrande.com/product/round-nose-pliers2/111913GP/?code=111913
https://www.firemountaingems.com/1605TL.html
https://www.riogrande.com/product/italian-semi-flush-cutter/111329GP/?code=111329
https://www.firemountaingems.com/5190TL.html
https://www.riogrande.com/product/chasing-hammer-4-oz/112227GP/?code=112227
https://www.firemountaingems.com/5108TL.html
https://www.riogrande.com/product/steel-bench-block/112570GP/?code=112570
https://www.firemountaingems.com/3354TL.html
https://www.riogrande.com/product/friedrich-dick-flat-hand-files/114704GP/?code=114700
https://www.riogrande.com/product/friedrich-dick-half-round-hand-files/114711GP/?code=114708
https://www.riogrande.com/product/glardon-vallorbe-wood-file-handle2/114152GP?code=114153&objectID=114153&queryID=4a5891152809359e883bef20ff11e40a
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These can be purchased premade, but making your own 
is more economical in the long run. You’ll need sheets of 
sandpaper from a hardware store (like this multi-pack), 3 
paint mixing sticks, and painters tape. 

• Check out this great tutorial for making your own 
sanding sticks here. 

1 Ruler   

1 Fine tip Sharpie marker  

1 Safety Glasses  

 Materials Sterling silver, copper, jeweler’s brass, brass, or bronze 
wire can be used to make the pins.  These pins are a great 
way to use up odds and ends from other projects.  I 
would not recommend color coated or plated wire for the 
pins themselves, but those could be used for 
embellishments. 
 
For the Pins (3):  

• 3ft 16g or 14g wire (dead soft) 
• 12” 18g (dead soft or half hard) 

Embellishments:  
• 4-6ft 24g (dead soft) 
• 2ft 20g (dead soft or half hard) 

Beads: 
No set number of beads are needed, but a variety of 
shapes, sizes, and colors that complement each other 
are good to have on hand.  
Mandrels: 
You may want some simple tools to help you shape your 
fibula.  These could be: 

• A bic pen 
• A chopstick 
• A wooden dowel 
• Or just your sharpie marker 

 
A wire kit (jeweler’s brass and copper) will be available to 
purchase from my website 4 weeks prior to the 
workshop. www.shop2dots.com 
 

 
  

  

https://www.firemountaingems.com/4624TL.html
https://www.lowes.com/pd/3M-3M-Pro-Grade-Precision-9x11-Assorted-Retail-Pack-Purple-Abrasive-80-120-220-grit-2-Sheets-each/5015566021
https://www.pkleinjewelrydesign.com/blog/make-sanding-stick#:~:text=Options%20for%20sanding%20sticks%20of,Sticks%20for%20Every%20Grit
http://www.shop2dots.com/

