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South Asia: Mughals to Independence 

Glossary: 

 

Ashram: Hindi for a Hindu dwelling place for spiritual retreat. 

 

Bhavan: Hindi for building 

 

Chatri: Hindi term for an open pavilions capped by a dome 

 

Diwan: Used to South Asia to describe an audience hall 

 

Durbar: Persian term for court that in South Asia is used to describe a meeting of a ruler with his leading feudal subjects. 

 

Ghat: Hindi word for stepped riverbank platform. 

 

Mahal: Hindi word for private lodgings 

 

Maharaja: A king or prince (literally “big king,” ranking above a raja) 

 

Mandala: geometric diagram intended to facilitate prayer and often used for the layout of sacred spaces in both Hinduism 

and Buddhism 

 

Mughals: Dynasty that ruled much of South Asia from the sixteenth through the eighteenth centuries. 

 

Padshahnameh: Illustrated manuscript recounting the reign of Shah Jahan 

 

Rajputs: Rulers of the princely states in what is now the Indian state of Rajasthan. 

 

Stupa: Ceremonial mound erected atop a Buddhist holy relic. 

 

Vizier: Title of the top court official at many Muslim-ruled courts. 

 

Note: Many languages closely related to Hindi use the same or similar terms 


