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Timurids and Safavids

Glossary:

Iwan: Arched opening onto a niche

Madlrasa. Arabic for school; generally associated with religious instruction although many other subjects including
astronomy, geometry, and mathematics may be among the subjects taught

Mihrab: Niche in the back wall of a mosque that orients the direction of prayer towards Mecca

Minaret: Tower adjacent to a mosque from which the faithful are called to prayer

Mosque: Muslim house of prayer

Mugarnas. Ornament associated with Islamic architecture that consists of an elaboration of the squinch

Qurar. Religious text that Muslims believe was dictated to the Prophet Muhammad by God

Safavids. Dynasty that ruled over Iran (Persia) from the early fifteenth to the early eighteenth century.

Shahnameh: Iranian epic poem written about the year 1000 by Ferdowsi; the title translates literally as the book of kings.

Shamsa. Solar image common in pre-Islamic and Islamic Iranian art

Squinch: niche that supports a dome

Timurids. Dynasty founded by Timur (1370-1405) that ruled over Central Asia in the late fourteenth and in the fifteenth
centuries

Note: There are many ways that Arabic words can be transliterated into English, so spellings vary




