Private and Public Gardens of the Philadelphia Region:

A Springtime Extravaganza

An Introduction to Gardens of the Philadelphia Main Line

Nestled in the heart of Pennsylvania lies the prestigious region known as the Main Line. Steeped in
history, this distinguished area boasts elegant communities and landscapes that tell a fascinating story of
American heritage. Terren delves into the rich history of the Main Line, exploring its iconic landscapes
and the evolution of the area over time.

The Main Line’s origins date back to the 19th century when the Pennsylvania Railroad connected
Philadelphia to the western suburbs. Named after the railroad’s Main Line, this collection of picturesque
towns soon became a symbol of wealth and sophistication. The railway became a catalyst for growth,
attracting wealthy Philadelphians who built grand estates and gardens along the railway route,
establishing the region’s grand reputation.

As the Pennsylvania Railroad expanded, it transformed the Main Line into a beautiful, prosperous area.
Railroad executives and industrialists were drawn to the area’s pastoral beauty, and they constructed
sprawling estates that showcased their wealth and social status. With a focus on architectural grandeur and
meticulously manicured landscapes, these estates became emblematic of the Main Line’s distinctive
character.

From the sweeping vistas of Stoneleigh to the enchanting gardens of Chanticleer, the area is home to
some of the most remarkable horticultural and architectural treasures in America.

In recent years, there has been a growing emphasis on preserving the Main Line’s historic landscapes and
estates. Organizations like the Lower Merion Conservancy and the Natural Lands Trust have been
instrumental in protecting and restoring these treasured spaces, ensuring that future generations can
appreciate the region’s rich history and natural beauty.

https.//terrenlandscapes.com/unearthing-the-main-lines-past-a-journey-through-its-history-and-landscapes/

Stoneleigh
Stoneleigh, the public garden of Natural Lands, is one of the non-profit conservation organization’s most
accessible and popular properties. In 2016, e LR

the Haas family donated Stoneleigh A .
to Natural Lands for public enjoyment and
to nurture and enhance the natural beauty of
this community resource. Since its opening,
Stoneleigh has magnified the reach of
Natural Lands’ mission to save open space,
care for nature, and connect people to the
outdoors and each other.

In addition to Stoneleigh, Natural Lands
cares for a network of 40+ nature preserves



https://terrenlandscapes.com/unearthing-the-main-lines-past-a-journey-through-its-history-and-landscapes/

across eastern Pennsylvania and southern New Jersey. These properties total more than 23,000 acres
and include many of the most spectacular and ecologically diverse properties in the region, which are
enjoyed by more than 250,000 visitors annually.

Stoneleigh opened its garden gates to the public in May 2018. The garden provides joy and well-being for
tens of thousands of guests every year through inspiring displays of native plants and regional ecology in
a magnificent former Main Line estate.

In 1877, Edmund Smith, a rising executive with the Pennsylvania Railroad Company, and his wife,
Arabella Barnes Smith, purchased 65 acres of land in Villanova for a “gentleman’s farm.” They called
their estate Stoneleigh.

To shape the grounds, the Smiths hired landscape gardener
Charles H. Miller, who trained at Kew Gardens in England
and later served as chief gardener for Fairmount Park.

At the turn of the 20th century, Samuel Bodine, head of United
Gas Improvement Company, and his wife, Eleanor Gray
Warden Bodine, acquired the property. In addition to building
the Tudor Revival style building that exists today, the Bodines
hired New York landscape architecture firm Pentecost and
Vitale to radically redesign the gardens in a more formal, or
“Beaux Arts,” style.

Evidently, Mr. Bodine was not pleased with the results. In
1908, he retained the Olmsted Brothers of Massachusetts—
sons of Frederick Law Olmsted, and the most prestigious
landscape architecture firm in the country—to “guide him in
the gradual transformation of the place.” Over the next 50
years, the Olmsted Brothers firm returned periodically to
Stoneleigh to plan vistas and pathways, establish gardens and

terraces, reroute points of entry, select plant species, and
transplant trees.

Following Samuel Bodine’s death in 1932, Stoneleigh was subdivided and sold. Otto Haas, entrepreneur
and co-founder of Rohm and Haas Company, and his wife, Phoebe Waterman Haas, purchased the
southwestern portion of the estate, launching a more than 80-year tenure by the Haas family. Otto and
Phoebe’s son, John, and his wife, Chara, acquired the property in 1964 and lived there for the next five
decades.

In 1996, John and Chara Haas placed the property under conservation easement with Natural Lands,
ensuring this special place—the home where they’d raised their five children—would be preserved.

John passed away in 2011 and Chara the following year. In an extraordinary act of generosity, the Haas
family decided to entrust Stoneleigh to Natural Lands. The transfer of ownership took place in April of
2016.



The conservation easement remains in place but was transferred to Lower Merion Conservancy for annual
monitoring.

https.://www.natlands.org/stoneleigh/about/, https.//americasgardencapital.org/carden/stoneleigh-a-natural-garden/

Chanticleer

Chanticleer began as the country home of wealthy Philadelphians Adolph Sr. and Christine Rosengarten,
designed by architect Charles L. Borie with terraces by landscape architect Thomas Sears. Their son,
Adolph Jr., and his wife, Janet Newlin, both avid gardeners,
shaped the landscape through horticultural experimentation and a
deep sense of place. Their vision combined artistry, craft, and
careful stewardship, a tradition that continues to guide the garden
today. (Pictured: Chanticleer swimming pool, 1933).

Adolph Jr. preserved the Chanticleer House as a record of family
life while expanding and refining the garden. He established the
Chanticleer Foundation and ensured that the estate would one
day be shared, leaving the property to develop a garden for
enjoyment and education. Since the death of Adolph, Jr., in 1990,
the gardens have undergone considerable change and are

constantly evolving under the direction of a team of
horticulturalists, each one responsible for one of the dozen or so distinct areas of the garden. Chanticleer
officially opened to the public in 1993.

The Rosengartens believed that “to create a garden is to search
for a better world,” a founding principle that inspires the
garden’s evolution and its mission of beauty, education, and
horticultural excellence.

The property’s moniker has strong literary ties. “Chanticlere”
was an estate in William Makepeace Thackeray’s 1854
novel The Newcomes, and long before that, Chaucer named a

rooster Chanticleer in The Canterbury Tales in the late . 3 S
fourteenth century. Keep an eye out for rooster motifs as you stroll through the property.

https.//chanticleergarden.org/about/#history, https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/attractions/chanticleer/#the-

history, https://www.johnbward.com/arboretum-spotlight-chanticleer-gardens/

Private Garden — WynEden
Excerpts from “Exploring the Gardens of WynEden,” by Lora Bilton Englehart, The Hunt Magazine

Located in Chadds Ford and owned by Wayne and Doris Guymon, WynEden is considered one of the
Mid-Atlantic’s premier private gardens.

The Guymons bought the 9.5-acre property tucked away in a quiet cul-de-sac in 1998. Immediately,
Wayne started to visualize what he wanted to do with the open land that sloped down from the house.


https://www.natlands.org/stoneleigh/about/
https://americasgardencapital.org/garden/stoneleigh-a-natural-garden/
https://chanticleergarden.org/about/#history
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/attractions/chanticleer/#the-history
https://www.visitphilly.com/things-to-do/attractions/chanticleer/#the-history
https://www.johnbward.com/arboretum-spotlight-chanticleer-gardens/

During the couple’s first years at the property, Wayne observed which plants were already present and
marked down what he wanted to add. But before adding anything, he first had to remove the weeds that
surrounded the large pond on the property.

Next, he changed the paths on the property to allow
for meandering among the plantings. He also
transformed two patches of daffodils into the
magnificent daffodil display visitors can admire
today.

Now, the garden offers an astounding array of flora
carefully managed to emphasize order and serenity.
From an island in the central pond reachable by a
Giverney-inspired bridge painted bright blue, one
can sit on a bench and contemplate a majestic
solitary willow tree. A breathtaking palette of
foliage plants, trees and water features extends from
one section of the garden to the next.

There are over 4,000 different plants and cultivars. The notable 15,000-hosta collection boasts more than
400 named varieties. There are 7,000 thododendrons and azaleas, along with a trumpet pitcher collection.
Four thousand specimen plants contribute to the landscape design. Plants range from small to large in an
array of colors and forms. Mature dogwood trees shade a wide selection of plants, from golden bleeding
hearts, candelabra primroses, hellebores and jack-in-the-pulpits to exotic terrestrial orchids.

All of this has been achieved without chemicals.

“I’m a keeper of nature,” Guymon said. “I’ll be
damned if I’'m going to kill anything.”

When his days of caring for WynEden are over,
Guymon hopes to leave it to the Garden
Conservancy to live on. “I treat it as a public
garden now,” he says.

To all but Guymon, WynEden seems perfect. “1
have a rolling 20-year plan—the garden still isn’t
what [ want it to be,” he says. “One day, I’ll have

areal garden.”

https.//thehuntmagazine.com/feature/wyneden-chadds-ford-garden/

Jenkins Arboretum

Fifty years ago, a quiet corner of Devon, Pennsylvania began its transformation into one of the region’s
most beloved gardens. What started as a bequest from H. Lawrence Jenkins — a man inspired by his late
wife’s love for nature and beauty — has flourished into a thriving center where people come together to
explore, learn, and find a sense of peace in the natural world.


https://thehuntmagazine.com/feature/wyneden-chadds-ford-garden/

The home and twenty acres on which Jenkins was first planned
were formerly the property of H. Lawrence and Elisabeth
Phillippe Jenkins. Elisabeth and Lawrence were neither a
wealthy nor a noted couple. They lived within their means and
enjoyed the beautiful natural setting of their home. It was at
the Jenkins house, situated on a hillside and filled with
wonderful woodland trees and shrubs, that Elisabeth cultivated
a love of nature. (Pictured: Their wedding, 1926)

When Elisabeth died in 1963, Lawrence decided to preserve
their 20-acre property as a living memorial to his late wife.

Through his will, he established the Elisabeth Phillippe Jenkins
Foundation, stating that the property should be developed into
a “...public park, arboretum, and wildlife sanctuary for the use
of the public and responsible organizations engaged in the
study of arboriculture, horticulture, and wildlife for educational and scientific purposes.” Lawrence died
in 1968, and his bequest continues the Jenkins’ legacy, preserving the woodland and gardens Elisabeth so
loved.

Moved by Lawrence’s gesture, neighbor Louisa P. Browning deeded her adjacent 26 acres of woodland to
Jenkins in 1971, more than doubling the size of the garden. The Browning property included a
Revolutionary era log cabin that R. Brognard Okie, renowned Philadelphia architect and cousin of
Louisa’s late husband, Edward Browning, was asked to rework. Today, the Browning cabin and restored

cottage provide housing for staff and Apprentices.

George Erwin Patton, noted Philadelphia
landscape architect, was hired to develop a
proposal on how best to convert the property
into a public garden. Based on slope, soil
type, and drainage of the site, he proposed
the property be developed to feature native
flora as well as plants in

the Ericaceae (heath family) such as
rhododendrons, azaleas, mountain laurels,
and blueberries. He believed that this type of
garden would complement the many gardens
that had already been established in the
Philadelphia area.

Throughout the 1970s, steps were taken to create a public botanical garden. Trails were created, a pond
was installed, a visitor’s center was constructed, and rhododendrons, azaleas, and other ericaceous plants
were planted in keeping with George Erwin Patton’s site plan. In 1974, Leonard H. Sweetman was hired
as the first Director. It wasn’t until 1976, however, that Mr. Jenkins’ vision was realized when his property
officially opened to the public as what is known today as Jenkins.



After 12 years of service, Leonard passed the reins to his son, Harold E. Sweetman, Ph.D. who became
Jenkins’ second Director in 1986. Over the next several decades, major changes involved the construction
of a greenhouse, construction of the LEED-certified John J. Willaman Education Center, establishment of
the Hamilton Educational Fellowship (now the Hamilton Horticulture Apprenticeship), expansion of the
botanical collections, and the addition of full-time horticulture staff, seasonal interns, and weekly
volunteers.

https://guidetophilly.com/jenkins-arboretum-and-garden/ , https.//www.jenkinsarboretum.org/about-us/history/

Private Garden — Belvidere

Located in Swarthmore, Belvidere is the home garden of plantsman Andrew Bunting, the vice president
of horticulture at the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, with impressive tenures at the Chicago Botanic
Garden, Chanticleer Garden, and the Scott Arboretum prior to PHS. He is one of the most recognized
horticulturists in the Philadelphia region and a highly regarded colleague in the world of professional
horticulture.

Founded in 1827, the PHS is the oldest horticultural society in the U.S., responsible for the annual
Philadelphia Flower Show as well as a host of endeavors including 120 community gardens; maintenance
of public landscapes in the city and suburbs including museums, pop-up gardens, street tree programs;
and the 28-acre estate garden at Meadowbrook Farm, a public garden in Meadowbrook, PA. Bunting
leads many of these initiatives, furthering the Horticultural Society’s community engagement and
horticultural efforts in public spaces and parks.

Bunting purchased the 1/3™ acre property in
Swarthmore in 1999 and immediately began
experimenting with an eclectic roster of plants
and an evolving approach to design—in fact,
five redesigns in his time there.

At the front of the house is a gravel garden
which uses water-wise plantings. Around the
foundation are unusual shrubs and vines. In the
backyard, a large bluestone patio runs the
lengths of the back of the house and is a
showcase for many ornamental containers.
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The detached stone garage was converted into a summer house in 2006. The front entrance to the summer
house opens into a Mediterranean-like garden while the entrance has more of a tropical feel. To the back
right is a large tropical garden planted with red Abyssinian bananas, bromeliads, and cannas during the
summer.

At the back of the property is a densely planted woodland garden with a pond; a utilitarian area with
compost bins and a potager that alternates yearly between vegetables and cut flowers.

In 2012, a joint project with his neighbors was completed, which is the addition of the Vassar Farm, a 40’
x 100’ suburban farm created and maintained by Andrew on his neighbor’s property.


https://www.jenkinsarboretum.org/about-us/history/
https://phsonline.org/

https://phsonline.org/locations/phs-meadowbrook-farm, https.//members.publicgardens.org/pennsylvania-

horticultural-society-names-andrew-bunting-vice-president-public/,

https://www.thepaintboxgarden.com/a-visit-to-andrew-buntings-belvidere/

Private Garden — Hedgleigh

The 40 acre property was purchased in February 29, 1883 by Erza Townsend Cresson. He named the
property Hedgleigh after the two long osage orange hedgerows. Today, the two-acre garden is the unique
product of family stewardship for over 100 years.

Charles Cresson currently stewards the property. He is a garden designer, award winning author,
nationally known lecturer and avid gardener. Before returning to rejuvenate the garden at Hedgleigh
Spring, he attend the University of Vermont, University of Bath in England and worked for the Royal
Horticultural Society. After working for W. Atlee Burpee Co., he authored 3 books: Charles Cresson on
the American Flower Garden, Ornamental Trees, and Rock Gardening. As a garden consultant, he has
helped many avid gardeners develop their own gardens.

The garden's design and older specimens for mostly date from between 1920 and 1950, while the plant
collection has been greatly expanded within this framework since 1970. The house sits in a sweeping
lawn surrounded by ancient oaks and black gum under planted with mature azaleas and dogwoods planted
in 1948, along with the spring house, dating from the early 1800's. The central flower garden of roses and
perennials contains over 100 feet of flower borders backed by a unique crescent shaped white picket
fence,built in 1954.

A combination of stone retaining walls, grade
changes and shrub plantings divide the property
into intimate spaces and microclimates which
include woodland gardens, a small pond, a creek
with a waterfall, a vegetable garden and a
lowland perennial meadow. The diverse plant
collection provides bloom throughout the year.
May is especially interesting for its variety of
plants, particularly in the woodlands area.

The flower garden of perennials and roses is most b :
spectacular in early June. Other areas reach their peak at dlfferent times, with a remarkable resurgence of
bloom in September. A brick patio behind the house is furnished with exotic potted plants.

https.://gardens.si.edu/collections/explore/ead _component/sova-aag-gca-refl 6582,

https://www.thepaintboxgarden.com/charles-cressons-hedgleigh-spring/
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