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THE GOTHS: A QUICK TIMELINE 

 

???   The Goths migrate from Scandza 

 

c.250-400  Sîntana de Mureş-Černjachov Culture, north of the Black Sea 

 

c.340   Ulfila begins his Christian mission (‘Arianism’) 

 

c.350  First Hun attacks on the Goths 

376-8  Flight to the Danube; Battle of Adrianople (August 378) 

 

August 410  Alaric sacks Rome 

 

418  Creation of the Visigothic kingdom of Aquitaine 

 

451  Attila the Hun invades Gaul; Battle of the Catalaunian Fields 

 

466-84 Reign of Euric (Sidonius Apollinaris) 

 

476  Deposition of Romulus Augustulus, last western Roman emperor 

489-93 Ostrogothic invasion of Italy led by Theoderic the Amal 

 

507  Visigothic king Alaric II defeated by Clovis at Vouillé 

 

526 Death of Theoderic (Cassiodorus) 

535-54 Justinian reconquers Ostrogothic Italy (c.551 Jordanes, Getica) 

 

568-86 Reign of Leovigild 

 

589 Reccared converts to catholic Christianity (Isidore of Seville) 

 

649-72 Reign of Reccesuinth 

 

711  Islamic invasion of Visigothic Spain 

 



 

c.1200 The Nibelungenlied 

 

c.1350 The Italian Renaissance begins 

 

1492  Surrender of Granada completes the Spanish Reconquista 

 

1517  The Protestant Reformation begins 
 
 

 

 

THE HUNS: A QUICK TIMELINE 

 

311  Chinese city of Luoyang sacked by the Xiongnu 

 

c.350  First Hun attacks on the Don Alans and Greuthungi Goths 

 

376  Tervingi and Greuthungi Goths flee to the Danube (Ammianus 

Marcellinus) 

 

395/6  Hun attacks through the Caucasus into Syria and Persia 

 

c.401-8 Huns moving west towards the Carpathians 

 

408  Uldin raids across the Danube 

 

412  Embassy to Charaton (Olympiodorus of Thebes) 

 

413  Construction of the Theodosian Walls of Constantinople 

 

420s  Hun raids in the Balkans, Hun mercenaries serve in Roman armies 

 

432  Alliance between Roman general Aetius and Hun king Rugila 

 

434 Death of Rugila, accession of his nephews Attila (434-453) and Bleda (434-

c.445) 

 

441  Attila and Bleda attack the Balkan provinces 

 

447  Attila again attacks the Balkan provinces 

 

448  Embassy to Attila (Priscus of Panion) 

 



450  Death of eastern emperor Theodosius II, accession of Marcian 

 

451  Attila invades Gaul; Battle of the Catalaunian Fields 

 

452  Attila invades Italy; Meeting with Pope Leo I 

 

453  Death of Attila; Hun empire begins to collapse 

 

454  Battle of Nedao, Gepids break free of Hun rule 

 

469  Attila’s last son, Hernac, seeks alliance with eastern Roman empire 
 
  

 

THE FRANKS: A QUICK TIMELINE 

 

c.200-400 Franks established along the lower Rhine 

 

476  Deposition of Romulus Augustulus, last western Roman emperor 

 

c.481  Death of Childeric (Tournai); “Accession” of Clovis 

 

c.486  Defeat of Syagrius, son of Aegidius 

 

c.495  Clovis’ marriage to Burgundian princess Clothild 

 

496  Traditional date of Clovis’ baptism and Alamanni war 

 

503/506 Possible dates for the Battle of Tolbiac against the Alamanni 

 

507  Battle of Vouillé, Clovis defeats Visigothic king Alaric II 

 

508  Possible date of Clovis’ baptism 

 

511  Death of Clovis, division of his kingdom (partitive inheritance) 

 

534  The Franks conquer the Burgundians 

 

561  Death of Chlothar I, redivision of the Frankish kingdom 

 

569  Radegund promotes her Monastery of the Holy Cross at Poitiers 

 

587 Treaty of Andelot between Childebert II, Guntram, and Brunhild 



 

594  Death of Gregory of Tours (History of the Franks) 

 

613 Reunification of the Frankish kingdoms of Neustria (west) and Austrasia 

(east) by Chlothar II; death of Brunhild 

 

687 Battle of Tertry won by Austrasian mayor Pepin of Herstal 

 

732 Muslim attack defeated by Pepin’s son Charles Martel at Poitiers 

 

751 The last Merovingian king, Childeric III, deposed by Pepin the Short, the first 

Carolingian ruler 

 

800  Charlemagne (768-814) crowned emperor in Rome 

 

 

 

THE ANGLO-SAXONS: A QUICK TIMELINE 

 

43  Roman Invasion of Britain under Emperor Claudius 

 

410  “Abandonment” of Britain by Emperor Honorius 

 

c.450  Traditional date for the arrival of the Saxons, Angles and Jutes 

 

c.500  Battle of Mons Badonicus (Mount Badon) 

 

c.540  Gildas, The Ruin of Britain 

 

563  Monastery of Iona founded by the Irish monk Columba (died 597) 

 

597  Augustine of Canterbury’s mission to England arrives in Kent, sent 

by Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) 

 

c.600  Æthelberht of Kent baptised (died 616) 

 

c.625  Death of Rædwald of East Anglia (Sutton Hoo?) 

 

635  Monastery of Lindisfarne founded by monks from Iona 

 

642  Oswald of Northumbria killed by Penda of Mercia 

 



655  Penda killed by Oswiu of Northumbria 

 

664  Synod of Whitby 

 

669  Arrival of Theodore of Tarsus, archbishop of Canterbury (668-90) 

 

670  Death of Oswiu 

 

731  Bede, Ecclesiastical History of the English People 

 

793  Viking attack on Lindisfarne 

 

871-99 Reign of Alfred the Great, king of Wessex; first composition of the 

Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 

 

927-39 Æthelstan, “King of the English” 

 

1066  Norman Conquest of England 
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SOME SUGGESTED READING 

 

The historical period and peoples covered by this series raise important if challenging 

questions, and a number of the topics discussed can only be summarised briefly rather than 

debated in detail. The following suggestions provide some possible starting points for 

those who wish to read further. An introduction to the period can be found in D.M. 

Gwynn, The Goths: Lost Civilizations (2017), and many of the primary sources cited 

during the series are collected in D.M. Gwynn, Christianity in the Later Roman Empire: A 

Sourcebook (2015) 

 

 

General Reading 

P. Brown, The World of Late Antiquity, AD 150-750 (1971) 

Av. Cameron, The Mediterranean World in Late Antiquity, AD 395-700 (2012) 

P. Heather, Christendom: The Triumph of a Religion (2022) 
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The Fall of the Western Roman Empire 
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G. Halsall, Barbarian Migrations and the Roman West, 376-568 (2007)  

P. Heather, The Fall of the Roman Empire: A New History (2005) 
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Huns 

M. Kazanov, Nomads and the Outside World, 2nd Edition (1994) 

C. Kelly, Attila the Hun: Barbarian Terror and the Fall of the Roman Empire (2008) 

H.J. Kim, The Huns (2016) 

M. Maas (ed.), The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Attila (2015) 

O.J. Maenchen-Helfen, The World of the Huns: Studies in their History and Culture 

(1973) 

 

 

 

Franks 

B. Effros and I. Moreira (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of the Merovingian World (2020) 

E. James, The Franks (1988) 

R.W. Mathisen and D. Shanzer (eds.), The Battle of Vouillé, 507 CE: Where France Began 

(2012) 
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Anglo-Saxons 

J. Blair, The Anglo-Saxon Age: A Very Short Introduction (2000) 

P.H. Blair, The World of Bede (1990) 

T. Charles-Edwards (ed.), Short Oxford History of the British Isles: After Rome (2003) 
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