
Page 1 

 

 
 

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation 
Amy Leonard 

Thursday, January 15, 2026 - 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. ET 

 

 

 

I. Introduction: The Long Shadow of Luther 

A. Brief Historiography 

II. Late Medieval Reform Movements 

A. Heresies: Waldensians, Hus, Wycliffe 

B. Within the Church: Observance Movement, Erasmus, More 

III. Luther’s Reformation 

A. Brief Bio 

B. Different Luthers 

C. Lutheran Theology 

IV. How and Why it Spread 

A. HRE and Imperial Election 

B. Printing Press 

C. Luther’s Appeal 

V. The Reformations 

A. Luther and other Reformers 

VI. The Dark Side of Luther 

A. Luther and the Jews 

VII. Conclusion 

 

 

 



 

Bibliography for Luther and the Reformation 

Primary Sources 

 

Karant-Nunn, Susan C., and Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, eds. Luther on Women: A 

Sourcebook. Cambridge University Press, 2003. 

 

Luther, Martin. D. Martin Luthers Werke: Kritische Gesamtausgabe, Abteilung Werke. 120 

vols. Böhlau, 1883-2009. 

 

Luther, Martin. Luther’s Works. Edited by Jaroslav Pelikan and Helmut T. Lehmann. 55 

vols. Concordia Publishing House & Fortress Press, 1955-1986. (New Series 2009-, 

vols 56-82, edited by Christopher Boyd Brown). 

 

Schramm, Brooks. Martin Luther, the Bible, and the Jewish People: A Reader. Edited by Kirsi 

I. Stjerna. Fortress Press, 2012. 

 

 

Biographies 

 

Bainton, Roland H. Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther. Abingdon Press, 2013 (1950). 

 

Kolb, Robert. Martin Luther: Confessor of the Faith. Oxford University Press, 2009. 

 

Oberman, Heiko A. Luther: Man Between God and the Devil. Yale University Press, 2006. 

 

Roper, Lyndal. Martin Luther: Renegade and Prophet. Random House, 2017. 

 

 

General 

 

Brady, Thomas A. German Histories in the Age of Reformations, 1400-1650. Cambridge 

University Press, 2009. 

 

Karant-Nunn, Susan. The Personal Luther: Essays on the Reformer from a Cultural Historical 

Perspective. Brill, 2017. 

 

MacCulloch, Diarmaid. The Reformation. Penguin, 2005. 

 

Marshall, Peter. 1517: Martin Luther and the Invention of the Reformation. Oxford UP, 2017. 

 

Marshall, Peter, ed. The Oxford Illustrated History of the Reformation. Oxford UP, 2015. 

 

 



 

Pettegree, Andrew. Brand Luther: How an Unheralded Monk Turned His Small Town into a 

Center of Publishing, Made Himself the Most Famous Man in Europe--and Started the 

Protestant Reformation. First Edition. Penguin Press, 2015. 

 

Whitford, David M. Luther: A Guide for the Perplexed. T&T Clark, 2011. 

 

Whitford, David M., ed. Martin Luther in Context. Cambridge University Press, 2018. 


