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ART DECO GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
amboyna---a burl wood from the tree that is commonly known as narra; 
exotic, fragrant and patterned, it was popular with Art Deco furniture 
makers 
 
Asscher-cut diamond---Abraham and Joseph Asscher developed the this 
diamond  cut in 1902. It is a square emerald cut with cropped corners. It 
was a very popular cut in the Art Deco period and now again in fashion 
 
Bakelite—a brand of early synthetic resin  (plastic) invented 1907 by Leo 
Hendrik Baekeland 
 
bandeau—a band worn around the head, sometimes made of diamonds 
mounted in platinum 
 
bias-cut—fabric cut on a diagonal 
 
Bizarre ware—a kind of Art Deco ceramic associated with Clarice Cliff 
 
book-matched—marble or wood panels that match in mirror image the 
next panel (cut from the same source) to appear like the double-page 
spread of a book 



 
bracelet laniere—strap bracelet, but in the period generally referred to in 
English as “slave bracelet” 
 
briolette—a drop-shaped stone with facets all around 
 
cabochon—stone with a polished rounded surface, no facets 
 
chevron--decorative motif consisting of two slanting lines forming an 
inverted V 
 
chryselephantine—in the Art Deco period,  term used for statuettes which 
are made of bronze and ornamented with ivory and other materials 
 
cloche—a hat, bell-shaped,  with little or no brim, worn close to the head. 
Popular with flappers in the 1920s 
 
coquille d’oef decoration—decoration made by laying bits of eggshell 
into lacquer 
 
dinanderie—enameled bronzework. The dinanderie technique, from the 
Flemish town of Dinant in medieval times,  involves the hand-hammering 
and inlay of metal  (brass, copper or bronze) into art objects 
 
ébéniste—cabinet-maker 
 
ébenisterie—cabinetwork 
 
ebony—a dense black hardwood, now endangered 
 
enamel—vitreous glass fused to a metal surface 
 
ensemblier—an interior decorator (like E-J Ruhlmann) who designs the 
components of a room or has them made by specialists to give a uniform 
look to a room 
 
ferronnier—metalsmith 
 
Gesamtkunstwerk---a total work of art  where the building, its furnishings 
and its setting form a conceptual whole. 
 
lacquer—a natural resin made from the sap of the lacquer tree, a native 
of China.  Lacquer is applied as a surface coating in many thin layers, built 
up, each one drying before the next is applied 



 
lamé—a shiny metallic fabric 
 
minaudière-a compartmentalized vanity case 
 
palissander—a kind of rosewood 
 
parure—a set of matching jewelry pieces (e.g. necklace, earrings, 
brooches, bracelets, tiara) 
 
pilotis—reinforced concrete stilts for architecture 
 
pochoir—stencil print 

 
robe de style—picture frock, a dress with tight bodice and broader skirt 
 
sautoir—a long necklace often ending in a tassel or pendant 
 
set-back—a step-like recession in a façade 
 
shagreen—sharkskin  aka galuchat 
 
speed lines—in architecture, horizontal string-coursing or lines on walls or 
facades which suggest dynamism 
 
spelter—pot metal 
 
staff—a kind of papier-maché/plaster  construction material  used for 
temporary structures 
 
le style paquebot—(Steamer Style or Ocean liner Style)—a contemporary 
name for French Art Déco especially of the 1930s—the age of the great 
ocean liners 
 
tutti-frutti—a style of jewelry associated with Cartier, made up of carved 
and colored gemstones 
 
verre églomisé—reverse painting on glass (oil on glass in reverse, backed 
by gold or silver  leaf and canvas support) 
 
vitrolite—a colorful structural glass 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


