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ART NOUVEAU VOCABULARY 
aedicule—small temple or shrine, the term is used for 
Guimard’s covered Metro entrances, of  which there are 
two surviving 
amboyna—burl of the narra tree (Pterocarpus indicus) 
applied arts—art made for pracZcal purpose (e.g. 
woodcarving, ceramics, metalwork etc). Art Nouveau 
rejected the disZncZon between fine and applied art 
baroque pearl—an irregularly shaped pearl 
blank—an undecorated object, prepared or molded and 
ready for further ornamentaZon 
cabochon—stone with a polished rounded surface and  
no facets 
cameo glass—glass in two fused layers carved through  
cast glass—glass molded and used as a jewelry element 
cells (cloisons)—individual wells in metalwork for placing 
liquid enamel 
champlevé—enamel method in which the metal back is 
engraved and enamel fills the low areas 
channel set—metalwork where stones are set in a row 
under a thin rim 



chasing--metal decoraZon where the metal is 
manipulated using a hammer and a punch 
citrine—semi-precious stone a yellow-brown quartz 
cloisonné—enamel method in which cells are made of 
thin wire on a metal back and the 
enamel fills each cell. 
collier de chien--Dog collar—a choker necklace 
color lithograph---a lithograph where a separate stone 
was used for each color and the print goes through the 
press separately for each stone/color. The main challenge 
is to keep the images aligned so registraZon marks help 
confe~ glass—A Tiffany glass with dots like confe~ in 
the glass 
Cymric—“Koomric”--Liberty line of silver 
diadem—a crown, specifically a royal headband, usually 
in an open work style 
en tremblant—a brooch or other ornament made with 
hinges, making the object quiver when the wearer moved 
faience—a glazed earthenware 
favrile—a kind of hand-blown iridescent glass by Tiffany. 
Favrile derived from the French for  hand-made. Used in 
Tiffany producZons like stained glass windows, lamps, 
mosaics etc as well as blown glassware 
Gesamtkunstwerk--a total work of art where the building, 
its furnishings and its se~ng form a conceptual whole. 
gouache—opaque watercolor 



guilloché—an enameling technique in which metal is 
machine engraved in paiern and then enamel is applied 
harling—a tradiZonal Sco~sh surface—a  kind of exterior 
plaster where stone chips or gravel are thrown into it 
historicism—in art the use of historical styles, 
ornamentaZon or moZfs (e.g. Rococo, Gothic, 
Renaissance) from the past, open in eclecZc combinaZon. 
JugendsZl—youth style—German/Austrian art nouveau 
lapis lazuli—rich blue opaque semi-precious stone 
marquetry—the decoraZon with elaborate inlays of 
mother-of-pearl, ivory and other woods in 
wood veneers on furniture 
martelé—hand-worked silver which shows the 
hammering marks 
mother-of-pearl—the nacreous substance inside an 
oyster shell 
narra—wood (Pterocarpus indicus)—rose or reddish 
wood variegated with yellow, scented, hard and heavy 
but easily worked, used especially in cabinetry 
pate de verre—glass paste--glass that is ground into a 
paste, molded, and then melted In the mold 
pectoral—jeweled ornament worn on the chest 
plique à jour—an enamel method in which the cell is 
backless, allowing light to pass through it 
pressed glass—glass panels or plaques pressed into 
molds  



scarab—a stone or faience beetle used in ancient Egypt 
as a talisman, ornament, and a symbol of resurrecZon 
shagreen-shark skin 
staff—a building material—intended to be temporary—
made of plaster applied over wire frame, horsehair etc. 
symbolism—style in literature and art which was 
preoccupied with the symbolic or spiritual world 
(dreams, visions, nightmares, the occult, the eroZc, 
fantasies). 
Tudric—Liberty line of pewter 
vellum—animal skin used in making books or applied to 
furniture 
 
 


