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Videos 
These short videos on the Kundan and Enameling processes used in Mughal jewelry are 
excellent: 
https://www.vam.ac.uk/articles/traditional-indian-jewellery-making 
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Timeline  

 
1600 British East India Company Founded  
 
1605 – 1627 reign of Mughal Emperor Jahangir 
 
1612 British defeated the Portuguese in India and were given trade concessions by the 
Mughals. 
 
1615 The company acquired its first territory in Bombay and soon after in Calcutta and 
Madras. 
 
1627 – 1658 of Mughal reign Emperor Shah Jahan 
 
1658 – 1707 reign of Mughal reign Emperor Aurangzeb 
 
1707 – 1712 reign of Mughal Emperor Bahadur Shah. The Mughal begin to decline. 
 
1712 – 1713 reign of Mughal Emperor Jahandar Shah – the Mughals enter a period of 
instability 

 

1757 The East India Company took Bengal 
 
1793 Nadir Shah of Persia sacks the Mughal court 
 
1851 “Great Exhibition of the Industry of All Nations” (The Crystal Palace) 
 
1857 – The “Sepoy Mutiny/Rebellion/Uprising” 
 
1857 The South Kensington Museum is established 
  
1858, the EIC was dissolved, and the administration of India became the responsibility of 
the Crown. Direct rule on India, known as The Raj, was exercised through the India Office 
 
1899 “Colonial India Exhibition” and the building of the Victoria and Albert Museum   
 
1947 India gains its Independence   
 
 

 


