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Stealing the Mystic Lamb:  
The True Story of the World's Most Coveted Masterpiece 

Noah Charney 
Wednesday, January 29, 2025 - 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. ET 

 
Further Reading 

 
To learn much more, consider reading Noah’s Stealing the Mystic Lamb (PublicAffairs 
2010), still the definitive book on the subject.  

To follow Noah’s activities and get updates by email once or twice a month, you’re 
welcome to sign up for his Substack: https://noahcharney.substack.com/  

 

Read Great Articles on Forgery 

Noah recommends “Mark of the Masterpiece” by David Grann from The New Yorker. 
When Noah teaches writing, he assigns this article. 

 
Noah’s Other Books 

Noah is the author of more than 25 books, including best-sellers and a Pulitzer finalist. His 
latest are:  

• The Thefts of the Mona Lisa: The Complete Story of the World’s Most Famous Painting  

• The 12-Hour Film Expert: Everything You Need to Know About Movies  

Explore others wherever you buy books. 

 
Video Materials 

Noah is a TV and radio presenter, and also writes for platforms like TED. You can see 
some of his work on fields related to art forgery, including a TED video about “The art 
forger who tricked the Nazis” and “Why is the Mona Lisa famous,” all written by Noah. Find 
them on YouTube or on Noah’s website, www.noahcharney.com. One of them, “The 
strange history of world’s most stolen painting,” is about this very painting! 

Noah presented and wrote a BBC series, “China’s Stolen Treasures,” that is available for 
free here.  

https://www.amazon.com/Stealing-Mystic-Lamb-Coveted-Masterpiece/dp/1586488007/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3695XR4TVZNWZ&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.67Gm24-j8wafW6dmbWIvvsaAhQWk07BPZrY74Gy8zM_0yNNz_VejFFx6dG0U6M6fzxBDnNZnKCHNDng96yuRq9_q9IDhxmEKD7FFTSD4AC2VKMjtDvJm_P0aRIZMvq0g.LHn3Vrsdueu1jWjzaAtlf77Ge7puzul2Q-hC8DLqtPM&dib_tag=se&keywords=stealing+the+mystic+lamb&qid=1737388974&sprefix=stealing+the+mystic%2Caps%2C203&sr=8-1
https://noahcharney.substack.com/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/07/12/the-mark-of-a-masterpiece
https://www.amazon.com/Thefts-Mona-Lisa-Complete-Artwork/dp/1538181363/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12VOPTMSQ3JRR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jLv2P3CrMQ5MpYOzTnYr9p5nWGoaZBFLFFqgN5hJ_f614FdJBBTPP1t2ESlZjY0ohuY0IpsehyFFEyagIVUWVD8txRplFVdPOkzFpw_m7v0Ee08AAfW_3vdyqBGAcsR3qI56K2dPvaP1h2xUomNMxv3mx9yaHRsXArZPE3LFZwrc_i9WQp8mzU-MpQB8uT0YqmFqGbWqGC6ut-acrrwOX2adygTWjq7kvwVVU7MD4Vl0r1pwACXcc8N7890Ny3wqmQw0D8hb4zqAgJEe4FgFQXtBDylrL1KlLamXwfn_iKo.5-Fg5SwEbhWSDgVGEHoKo6CPoZzMMDoYdgF9oO0Xsts&dib_tag=se&keywords=thefts+of+the+mona+lisa&qid=1722418268&sprefix=thefts+of+the+mona+lis%2Caps%2C180&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/12-Hour-Film-Expert-Everything-Movies/dp/1538173425/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ESNAXEHKIVPB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yhVM9DUfUZWhQE6Tt0XNYmsSFEbFQn64b9VfbvnJgVxngMFKuDLDrUb1540QVfPPUExlTtc2Nkb_uXJJKct5aga4kz75AZWPxppP1MeJgOfjTa5bf05uf9I0felTbShI1UV8gD61habJwhWCkEUG9B1MezrmdMoeWF0WC44tYEve5qdJtHHIQMXs1XFq-2xX8hWPoa0VfcRhZrLu1-RKdgSZxP2nOk9uFxPmiJj3H1ktdAztk9-5cuCMphpDt7Dt5JG5E0z80kDd5QANf5Euk5rsVEI7GmRN0h478_OYAq0._b02TaBH0F0Y1AQ5VFpokghaaYpZhfe8ZxMkFDouiyU&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+12-hour+film+expert&qid=1722418798&sprefix=the+12-hour+fil%2Caps%2C209&sr=8-1
http://www.noahcharney.com/
https://www.ted.com/talks/noah_charney_the_strange_history_of_the_world_s_most_stolen_painting
https://www.ted.com/talks/noah_charney_the_strange_history_of_the_world_s_most_stolen_painting
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00159z4
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Future Courses 

Dr Charney teaches online for other venues besides the Smithsonian Associates, including 
the National Gallery UK and Yale University. These courses are open to all. Upcoming 
lectures online include: 

• “AI and Art: The Future of Forensics” (co-taught with Carina Popovici) - March 27 

• “The Great Caravaggio Whodunnit” (link forthcoming) - April 10  

To learn more, contact Noah at theartthief@gmail.com  

 

ARCA 

To learn more about the research group on art crime that Noah founded, the Association 
for Research into Crimes against Art, visit www.artcrimeresearch.org You can join the 
annual, summer-long Postgraduate Program in Art Crime and Cultural Heritage Protection, 
the world’s first academic program in the field; subscribe The Journal of Art Crime, the first 
peer-reviewed academic journal in the field, and much more. 

 

https://smithsonianassociates.org/ticketing/programs/ai-and-art-authentication
mailto:theartthief@gmail.com
http://www.artcrimeresearch.org/

