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1. The Asturian-Leonese Monarchy, 711–1037 

• The Visigothic legacy and the status of women 

• Matrilineal succession in Asturias 

 

2. The Peak of Royal Women’s Power, 1037–1165 

• Queen Sancha and her daughters 

• The last traditional infanta 

 

3. Taking the Veil, 1165–1300 

• A drought of daughters 

• A flood of sons 

 

 

Key Terms 

Iberian Peninsula (Iberia) 

Asturias 

León 

matrilineal kinship 

patrilineal kinship 

Castile 

infanta 

Infantazgo 

Queen Sancha of León (r. 1037–1067) 

San Isidoro de León 

Urraca Fernández (c. 1037–1101) 

Elvira Fernández (c. 1038–1099) 

patronym 

King Alfonso VI of León-Castile (r. 1065–1109) 

Queen Urraca of León-Castile (r. 1109–1126) 

King Alfonso VII of León-Castile (r. 1126–1157) 

Sancha Raimúndez (c. 1095–1159) 

Urraca Alfonso (c. 1132–1165?) 

Elvira Alfonso (c. 1079–1151?) 

Constanza Alfonso II (1199–1243) 
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