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Driver gratuity included in fee.  Times on itineraries are approximate 

Rev. 8/22/24  and tours are subject to minor change 

 

On American Soil: 
The 1814 British Invasion of the Chesapeake 

Saturday, August 24, 2024 
 
Study Leader: Donald Grady Shomette served on the staff of the Library of Congress and as director of 

Nautical Archaeological Associates for over two decades. As a historian, Shomette has served as 
a cultural resources management consultant. As a marine archaeologist he has worked in the 
U.S., Canada, and Western Europe under the sponsorship of such institutions as the National 
Geographic Society, the National Park Service, the U.S. Navy, and various educational 
foundations and museums. Shomette is the author of twenty books, plus many scientific and 
popular articles and has appeared in documentaries on the History Channel, the Discovery 
Channel, the National Geographic Channel, among others. For more than a decade he served as 
a lecturer for the Smithsonian Journeys Program in the Great Lakes and along the entirety of the 
North American Atlantic Seaboard. Shomette was also honored with the Calvert Prize, the 
highest award in Maryland for historic preservation. He is a resident of Calvert County, MD. 

Smithsonian Rep: David Young 
Cell Phone:  703-622-1191 
 
   8:00 a.m. Depart the Holiday Inn Capitol 
 
   8:30 a.m. Upper Marlboro, MD  

Visit grave site of Dr. William Beanes and drive by Darnall’s Chance House  
   9:15 a.m. Depart 
 
 10:15 a.m. Battle of St. Leonard Creek  
  Visit overlook for a view of where the battle took place 
 11:15 a.m.        Depart 

 
 11:45 a.m. Lunch at Coast 2 Coast, Solomons, MD 

Menu: Starter of House Salad followed by Choice of 1) Crab Cake Sandwich – Jumbo Lump Crab Cake served 

Broiled or Fried with Butter Lettuce, Tomato, Horseradish, Aioli, and a side of Chips; 2) Chicken BLT Sandwich 
served Fried or Grilled with Applewood Smoked Bacon, Butter Lettuce, Tomato, Lemon Aioli, and a side of Chips; or 
3) Blackbean Burger served with Arugula, Tomato, Roasted Red Pepper Remoulade, and a side of Chips. Coffee, 
tea, and sodas included.   

   1:15 p.m. Depart 
 

1:30 p.m. Calvert Marine Museum, Solomons, MD 
View exhibition on the excavation of maritime and boatshed for period replicas 

   2:30 p.m. Depart 
 

3:15 p.m. Benedict, MD  
 Site where British troops came ashore to invade the Capitol 

   3:45 p.m. Depart   
 

4:30 p.m. Visit the grounds of the Mount Calvert Mansion  
   5:00 p.m. Depart 
 

5:45 p.m. Fort Lincoln Cemetery 
 Site where marines and flotillamen fought against the British at the Battle of Bladensburg 

   6:15 p.m. Depart 
 

Drive by Capitol Building  
 

   6:45 p.m. Arrival at the Holiday Inn Capitol 


