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The Provenance Trap: How Forgers Fool the Art World 
Noah Charney 

Tuesday, August 6, 2024 - 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. ET 
 

 

Welcome to “The Provenance Trap,” a Smithsonian lecture on art forgery with art crime expert, Dr 

Noah Charney. 

 

To learn much more, consider reading Noah’s The Art of Forgery (Phaidon 2015), still the 

definitive book on art forgery. It’s currently out of print but you can find used copies and a new 

edition is in the works! 

 

 

Read Great Articles on Forgery 

Noah recommends “Mark of the Masterpiece” by David Grann from The New Yorker. When Noah 

teaches writing, he assigns this article. 

 

Noah’s Other Books 

Noah is the author of more than 20 books, including best-sellers and a Pulitzer finalist. His latest 

are:  

• The Thefts of the Mona Lisa: The Complete Story of the World’s Most Famous Painting  

• The 12-Hour Film Expert: Everything You Need to Know About Movies  

Explore others wherever you buy books. 

 

Video Materials 

Noah is a TV and radio presenter, and also writes for platforms like TED. You can see some of his 

work on fields related to art forgery, including a TED video about “The art forger who tricked the 

Nazis” and “The strange history of world’s most stolen painting” and “Why is the Mona Lisa 

famous,” all written by Noah. Find them on YouTube or on Noah’s website, 

www.noahcharney.com. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Art-Forgery-Motives-Methods-Forgers/dp/0714867454/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28JZGI6VWXDIR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.hfRJ5-NO64uMbRjPJgRTJSfSAePkuoW_ag7I7Uk6F5eqFytelpMjYcYNUvS4VXjm1qiYg_5k5pOskE7ruPFEF-10X5y1pGGc_4Z9MfjamrOTiBrpGSSLfCk5SFntYDTymelBqRV3e4tP3sIWnCtR-34Hm2CEnnJrBBpkHtHNlTEvNxczFzIHNwJJWOgiqA36bUtPrFeWsYzEQD55F3dgbu2c7LSaT7gOG4OF9o8RFE-QdAEqPw7gkKZaKVClBb87tVFE67cvcHwlFmLGqPvgRqz7fKEjOKpTMt-yPPCMCKo.0tM6InOwIfUMyeKIfmdaS1zfj67bve_64q_qELPhaso&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+art+of+forgery&qid=1722418116&sprefix=the+art+of+forgery%2Caps%2C232&sr=8-1
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/07/12/the-mark-of-a-masterpiece
https://www.amazon.com/Thefts-Mona-Lisa-Complete-Artwork/dp/1538181363/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12VOPTMSQ3JRR&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.jLv2P3CrMQ5MpYOzTnYr9p5nWGoaZBFLFFqgN5hJ_f614FdJBBTPP1t2ESlZjY0ohuY0IpsehyFFEyagIVUWVD8txRplFVdPOkzFpw_m7v0Ee08AAfW_3vdyqBGAcsR3qI56K2dPvaP1h2xUomNMxv3mx9yaHRsXArZPE3LFZwrc_i9WQp8mzU-MpQB8uT0YqmFqGbWqGC6ut-acrrwOX2adygTWjq7kvwVVU7MD4Vl0r1pwACXcc8N7890Ny3wqmQw0D8hb4zqAgJEe4FgFQXtBDylrL1KlLamXwfn_iKo.5-Fg5SwEbhWSDgVGEHoKo6CPoZzMMDoYdgF9oO0Xsts&dib_tag=se&keywords=thefts+of+the+mona+lisa&qid=1722418268&sprefix=thefts+of+the+mona+lis%2Caps%2C180&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/12-Hour-Film-Expert-Everything-Movies/dp/1538173425/ref=sr_1_1?crid=ESNAXEHKIVPB&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yhVM9DUfUZWhQE6Tt0XNYmsSFEbFQn64b9VfbvnJgVxngMFKuDLDrUb1540QVfPPUExlTtc2Nkb_uXJJKct5aga4kz75AZWPxppP1MeJgOfjTa5bf05uf9I0felTbShI1UV8gD61habJwhWCkEUG9B1MezrmdMoeWF0WC44tYEve5qdJtHHIQMXs1XFq-2xX8hWPoa0VfcRhZrLu1-RKdgSZxP2nOk9uFxPmiJj3H1ktdAztk9-5cuCMphpDt7Dt5JG5E0z80kDd5QANf5Euk5rsVEI7GmRN0h478_OYAq0._b02TaBH0F0Y1AQ5VFpokghaaYpZhfe8ZxMkFDouiyU&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+12-hour+film+expert&qid=1722418798&sprefix=the+12-hour+fil%2Caps%2C209&sr=8-1
http://www.noahcharney.com/
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Noah presented and wrote a BBC series, “China’s Stolen Treasures,” that is available for free here.  

 

Future Courses 

Dr Charney teaches online for other venues besides the Smithsonian, including the National Gallery 

UK, Atlas Obscura, and Yale University. These courses are open to all. Forthcoming courses online 

this fall include: 

• “The Herstory of Art: The Untold Story of Women in Art” (Yale) 

• “The Secret History of Art: Symbols and How to Read Artworks” (National Gallery UK) 

 

To learn more, contact Noah at theartthief@gmail.com 

 

ARCA 

To learn more about the research group on art crime that Noah founded, the Association for 

Research into Crimes against Art, visit www.artcrimeresearch.org. You can join the annual, 

summer-long Postgraduate Program in Art Crime and Cultural Heritage Protection, the world’s first 

academic program in the field; subscribe the The Journal of Art Crime, the first peer-reviewed 

academic journal in the field, and much more. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m00159z4
https://pages.e2ma.net/pages/1899237/48969
mailto:theartthief@gmail.com
http://www.artcrimeresearch.org/

