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Nature of the Book 
Katie Wagner and Vanessa Haight Smith 
Monday, June 10, 2024 - 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. ET 

 

Links to Exhibition 
 
https://library.si.edu/exhibition/nature-of-the-book 
 
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ccbf360c22d74439a45bd1ef398ed170?_gl=1*i5samf*_ga*N
zQ3NzM5NjY3LjE3MTAxOTU5ODI.*_ga_MM0P7BL6SB*MTcxNzU5NzMwMC4yLjAuMTcxNzU5NzM
0OS4wLjAuMA.. 
 

 

Additional Resources: 
 
History of Pigments: 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0030399205001076 
  
 
Poison Book Project: 
https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenic-
bookbindings/#:~:text=Arsenical%20'Emerald%20Green'%20Bookcloth,known%20to%20be%20ext
remely%20toxic. 
  
 
Mass Spectrometry method for detecting cochineal pigment: 
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/jasms.3c00098 
 
 
Researching Russia Leather: 
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/2023/01/18/russia-leather/ 
  
 
How Artistic Traditions and Natural Materials combined to Form the Modern Book: 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/smithsonian-libraries-and-archives/2023/04/19/how-
artistic-traditions-and-natural-materials-combined-to-form-the-modern-book/ 
 
  
In Search of the Perfect Blue: 
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/2023/09/12/in-search-of-the-perfect-blue/ 
 

https://library.si.edu/exhibition/nature-of-the-book
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ccbf360c22d74439a45bd1ef398ed170?_gl=1*i5samf*_ga*NzQ3NzM5NjY3LjE3MTAxOTU5ODI.*_ga_MM0P7BL6SB*MTcxNzU5NzMwMC4yLjAuMTcxNzU5NzM0OS4wLjAuMA
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ccbf360c22d74439a45bd1ef398ed170?_gl=1*i5samf*_ga*NzQ3NzM5NjY3LjE3MTAxOTU5ODI.*_ga_MM0P7BL6SB*MTcxNzU5NzMwMC4yLjAuMTcxNzU5NzM0OS4wLjAuMA
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/ccbf360c22d74439a45bd1ef398ed170?_gl=1*i5samf*_ga*NzQ3NzM5NjY3LjE3MTAxOTU5ODI.*_ga_MM0P7BL6SB*MTcxNzU5NzMwMC4yLjAuMTcxNzU5NzM0OS4wLjAuMA
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https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenic-bookbindings/#:~:text=Arsenical%20'Emerald%20Green'%20Bookcloth,known%20to%20be%20extremely%20toxic
https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenic-bookbindings/#:~:text=Arsenical%20'Emerald%20Green'%20Bookcloth,known%20to%20be%20extremely%20toxic
https://sites.udel.edu/poisonbookproject/arsenic-bookbindings/#:~:text=Arsenical%20'Emerald%20Green'%20Bookcloth,known%20to%20be%20extremely%20toxic
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/abs/10.1021/jasms.3c00098
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/2023/01/18/russia-leather/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/smithsonian-libraries-and-archives/2023/04/19/how-artistic-traditions-and-natural-materials-combined-to-form-the-modern-book/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/smithsonian-libraries-and-archives/2023/04/19/how-artistic-traditions-and-natural-materials-combined-to-form-the-modern-book/
https://blog.library.si.edu/blog/2023/09/12/in-search-of-the-perfect-blue/
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Russia Leather 
Https://leatherconservation.org/from-russia-with-love-spotlight-on-russia-leather/   
 
  
Metta Catherina – Russia Leather 
Https://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/28/nyregion/a-200-year-old-gift-from-under-the-
sea.html?unlocked_article_code=1.yk0.5uao.Yc0jaapemn4g&smid=url-share   
 
 
Mark Catesby – full text of “The Natural History of Carolina, Florida and The Bahama Islands” 
Https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/62015   
 

https://leatherconservation.org/from-russia-with-love-spotlight-on-russia-leather/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2002/04/28/nyregion/a-200-year-old-gift-from-under-the-sea.html?unlocked_article_code=1.yk0.5uao.Yc0jaapemn4g&smid=url-share
https://www.biodiversitylibrary.org/bibliography/62015

