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Websites 

ASJR: Association for the Study of Jewelry and Related Arts: https://www.asjra.net/  

CJIC: Costume Jewelry Collectors Int.’l:   https://www.costumejewelrycollectors.com/ 

Morning Glory Antiques:  https://www.morninggloryantiques.com/ 

N&N Vintage Costume Jewelry:  https://www.trifari.com/ 
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• The Art Deco Style: 
1920’s-30’s

• The “Retro Style”: 
1935-late 1940’s 

• Postwar Prosperity: 
1950’s and beyond



Art Deco Style
1920’s-30’s

• Diamonds set in platinum; 
accented with ruby, emerald, 
sapphire or enamel

• Geometric shapes

• Massed bracelets to accent 
bare arms

• Emphasis on long, straight 
lines (sautoirs; long strands 
of pearls)

• Dangling earrings to accent 
bobbed hair



“Retro” Style
1935- late‘40’s

• Rose gold setting, often 
over silver

• Outsized semi-precious 
stones instead of diamonds

• Curved but flat metalwork; 
no texture to the gold 

• Naturalistic and ribbon-like 
forms 

• Massive “statement’’ pins 

• “Gas Pipe” necklace chains  



Post-War Prosperity
Late ‘40’s-1965

• Rose gold is OUT; “power pins” 
are OUT

• The “diamond look” returns in a 
big way

• Yellow gold is IN–but with better 
plating, in more finishes, often 
with pearls

• Styles are lighter, more 
“feminine,” often in white and 
pastel colors

• As move to 60’s, all-gold look 
becomes more dominant
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