
Arts of India: From the Indus to Independence 

 

Guide to Pronouncing Sanskrit 

Vowels 

• a – always pronounced like “uh” as the second "a" in “America” not “man” 

• ā – like the “a” in “father” 

• e – pronounced like “ay” as in eight (think of the name Nehru) 

• i– Pronounced like the “i” in “it” 

• ī – like “i” in machine. 

• u – Pronounced like the “u” in “put” (think of the word “Buddha”) 

• ū – pronounced “oo” like “rule” 

• o – Pronounced like the “o” in “go” 

• au – Pronounced “ow”  

• ai – Pronounced “aye” 

• ṛ – Pronounced like “ri” (As in the name “Krishna”) 

Consonants 

• c – always pronounced as “ch” 

• g – Always pronounced hard as in “get” 

• s – Pronounced like the “s” in sand  

• ś – Pronounced like “sh” 

• ṣ  – Pronounced like “sh” but with the tongue curled forward on the roof of the mouth 

• n  -  "n" as in "gentle"   

• ṇ - pronounced as "n" with the tongue curled as in "tongue“ 

• ñ - as in "canyon" -- similar to the same character in Spanish  

When an “h” follows as consonant try to sound the “h” by breathing out.  

 For example, the "bh" is pronounced like the "bh" sound for "clubhouse". 
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Timeline: 

 

Harappan Civilization 2500-1700 BCE 

Vedic Period 1700-600 BCE 

Origin of Jainism 6th c. BCE 

Origin of Buddhism 5th c. BCE 

Mauryan Dynasty 4th-3rd c. BCE 

Shunga Dynasty 2nd c. BCE 

Satavahana Dynasty 3rd BCE-2nd c. CE 

Kushan Dynasty 1st-4th CE 

Pallava Dynasty 3rd-9th c. CE 

Gupta Dynasty 5th -5th c. CE 

Post Gupta Period 5th-6th c. CE 

Rastrakuta Dynasty 7th-10th c. CE 

Chalukyan Dynasty 6th-9th c. CE 

Chandella Dynasty 10th-13th c. CE 

Ganga Dynasty 11th-15th c. CE 

Chola Dynasty 9th-13th c. CE 

Mamluk "Slave" Dynasty 13th c. CE 

Delhi Sultanates 13th-16th c. CE 

Kingdom of Vijayanagar 14th-17th c. CE 

Mughal Dynasty (and Rajput States) 16th-19th c. CE 

The Raj 1879-1947 

Independence 1947-Present 

 

 


