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Basic geographic provinces of Switzerland 

 
 
 

 
 

Modern day tectonic forces in the Mediterranean region 



 
Development of an overthrust fault.  A. Horizontal strata before tectonic compression.  B. 
Anticline-syncline development as compression folds strata.  C. One dominant fold begins to 
overturn, initiating a rupture in the strata (fault).  D. Overthrust fault develops, as detached 
block of crust overrides stationary block, thus placing older strata on top of younger strata. 
 

 
 

Distribution of Tectonic Superunits in the Alps 


