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Terms and Vocabulary: 

 

 

Nikaya Buddhism 

Mahayana Buddhism 

Vajrayana Buddhism 

 

Buddha 

Bodhisattva 

 

Maitreya 

Gautama/Shakyamuni Buddha 

 

Kalpa  

Bhadrakalpa  

 

Theravada Buddhism 

 

Ananda 

King Ashoka Maurya  

The Ashokan Edicts 

 

The monk Bala and the nun Buddhamitra 

Sarvastivada Buddhism  

Sarnath  

 

Anuradhapura, Sri Lanka 

Gal Vihara  

Avalokiteshvara: Bodhisattva of Compassion 

 

Tiantai Buddhism (Tendai) 

The monk Zhiyi 

The Lotus Sutra 

Upaya 

Prabhutaratna Buddha  

Pure Land Buddhism 

The Pure Land/Sukhavati 

The Western Paradise 

Amitabha  

Xiangtangshan Caves 

 

“Kuya Preaching” by Kosho 

Chan Buddhism (Zen) 

Bodhidharma 

Patriarch 

Koan  

Hu Chihfu 

Liang Kai 

Shi Ke 

Muqi 

Ryoan-ji Monastery 

 

Vajrayana Buddhism (Tantra) 

Nyingma 

Sakya 

Kagyu 

Gelug 

Padmasambhava 

Vajra 

Ghanta 

Mandala 

Thangka 

Yab-yum 

Yama 

Kapala 

Palden Lhamo 

 

 

 

Further Reading: 

 

Denise Patry Leidy. The Art of Buddhism: An Introduction to its History and Meaning. 

(Boston: Shambala Publications, 2008). 

 


