Directions: Review the following documents “Letter of protest from Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii to the House of Representatives”
and “Petition Against Annexation” (transcripts provided). After reading, answer the corresponding questions. You can also watch the
PBS video here.

Document A: Letter of protest from Queen Liliuokalani of Hawaii to the House of Representatives
The House of Representatives of the United States:
I, Liliuokalani of Hawaii, named heir apparent on the 10th day of April,
1877, and proclaimed Queen of the Hawaiian Islands on the 29th day of
January, 1891, do hereby earnestly and respectfully protest against the
assertion of ownership by the United States of America of the so-called
Hawaiian Crown Islands amounting to about one million acres and
which are my property, and I especially protest against such assertion of
ownership as a taking of property without due process of law and
without just or other compensation.
Therefore, supplementing my protest of June 17, 1897, I call upon the
President and the National Legislature and the People of the United
States to do justice in this matter and to restore to me this property, the
enjoyment of which is being withheld from me by your Government
under what must be a misapprehension of my right and title.
Done at Washington, District of Columbia, United States of America, this
nineteenth day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred
and ninety-eight.
[Endorsement]

Document B: Petition Against Annexation
Petition Against Annexation
To his Excellency William McKinely, President, and the
Senate of the United States of America
Greetings –
Whereas there has been submitted to the Senate of the
United States of America a Treaty for the Annexation of
the Hawaiian Islands to the said United States of America
for consideration at its regular session in December
1897; therefore,
We the undersigned native Hawaiian citizens and
residents of the District of Kona Honolulu on the island of
Oahu, who are members of the Hawaiian Patriotic
League of the Hawaiian Islands, and others who are in
sympathy with the said league, earnestly protest against
the annexation of the said Hawaiian islands to the said
United States of America in any form or shape.

Who was the author of Document A?
What was the purpose of this letter?

Based on these documents, do you think
that Hawaiians agreed to voluntary
annexation by the United States, or were
they forcibly annexed? Why?

Who signed Document B?
What was the purpose of this petition?

Why do you think the petition was written
in two languages - English and native
Hawaiian?

How do you think native Hawaiians felt
about annexation of Hawaii by the United
States?

