SEPTEMBER

1966

8

in 1966 Star Trek appeared for the first time on the
U.S. NBC television channel.
• The transporter was used to save time and
money in showing the Enterprise taking off
and landing.
• Leonard Nimoy’s father had a barber shop
where one of the more popular haircuts given
was the “Spock cut.”

of the day
frontier A wilderness at the edge of a
settled area of a country; from the
Latin frontis (front).

of the day
Now wouldn’t the Star Trek transporter beam be
handy? It could beam you from home to school,
overseas, anywhere! Write about a world
where everyone uses the transporter beam for
travel. What disadvantages might there be?
What would happen to roads? vehicles? crime?
tourism?

Captain Kirk: “I suspect you’re
becoming more and more human all
the time.”
Spock: “Captain, I see no reason to
stand here and be insulted.”
From the Star Trek television
series

Solar System Mnemonics
You can hardly be exploring the frontiers of space if you don’t even know
the planets of your own solar system. But there are nine of them and it’s
easy to mix them up. So what you need is a mnemonic, a memory aid
that uses the first letter of each word in a phrase or sentence.
How about these:

of the day

“Many Various Elephants Munch Jam So Underwater Numbats Purr”
Each initial letter represents the initial letter of a planet. So, Many =
Mercury, Various = Venus, and so on.
Still don’t think much of munching elephants? Fine! Make up your own!
Here are the planets (in order), just in case you’d forgotten:
Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto
The sillier the better, so go for it!
Challenge: What other member of the solar system can you spot hidden
in the list?

Answer: Notice the beginning letters of Saturn, Uranus, Neptune.
Nice to see the sun got a look in
somewhere!

