Star Trek -- An Introduction for New Viewers
Beginning Reading for a New Trekkie
It is difficult to understand Star Trek
without first understanding the crew of the
original Star Trek series. No, not Deep
Space Nine. No, not The Next Generation
with Captain Picard either. I am talking
about the original series first airing in 1966
with Captain Kirk, Science Officer Spock,
and Doctor McCoy. This was the
original series, originally simply known as “Star Trek”. The series
was created by Gene Roddenberry and was set in the 23rd century
(2200s). More importantly, however, was the optimistic view Star
Trek looked at the future.
While this seems unimportant to us now, one has to look at
the events of the 1960s to see that this optimism seemed out of
place. The 1960s was a time of uncertainty; there was a nuclear
arms race between the U.S. and Soviet Union which people feared
would lead to nuclear war, protests throughout the U.S.
underscored inequalities women and African Americans faced,
and prominent leaders like President John F. Kennedy and
Malcolm X had been assassinated. Star Trek adopted the idea that
though we as humans may be going through hard times, the best
of humanity was yet to come.
The show did not just say this in a “catch phrase”, it explored
this in almost every detail. The crew was a mix of American,
Russian, black, Asian, Scottish, and alien. The crew worked
together to continue their mission of peaceful exploration of the
galaxy. This may seem cliche now, but one only had to turn on the
TV in the 1960s to constantly be reminded that the world was
falling apart. Finally, the episodes deftly tackled social and political

issues that people normally would not discuss in private, let alone in a public setting;
it did this by presenting real world issues such as the Vietnam War, racial inequality,
and labor issues by framing them in alien scenarios on far off worlds.
Let us explore the main bridge crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise, the flagship and
centerpiece of Star Trek. The Captain of the Enterprise is James T. Kirk, a human
Starfleet officer and arguably one of the most important and decorated Starfleet
Captains of all time. He is guided by his strong moral and ethical values found in
Starfleet and the Federation; oftentimes, he risked his life for causes he believed
were moral and just. In essence, he always sought to do the right thing even if he
had to disobey orders.
His first officer is Spock, a half human/Vulcan and science officer of the
Enterprise. As a Vulcan, Spock is guided by strict adherence to logic, which appears
cold and unemotional. However, this “cold” logic is invaluable to Captain Kirk and
throughout the years, Spock becomes a trusted adviser and a close friend to Kirk.
Doctor Leonard H. McCoy, better known as “Bones”, is a human and Chief
Medical Officer of the Enterprise. He is a well renowned surgeon and space
psychiatrist and along with Spock, serves as counsel for Captain Kirk. Where Spock
is known for strict logic, Bones is known for his passion and emotion, which often
leads to humorous feuds between the two.
Montgomery Scott, better known as Scotty, is a human and the Chief Engineer
of the Enterprise. He is also known as “The Miracle Worker” due to his superior
technical and engineering skill, and his ability to adapt and improvise solutions.
Hikaru Sulu is a human Starfleet officer and is the helmsman of the Enterprise.
The actor who played Sulu, George Takei, is a Japanese-American actor.
Pavel A. Chekov is a human Starfleet officer and the navigator and security
chief of the Enterprise. The actor who played Chekov, Walter Koenig, is an American
actor who was born to Jewish-Russian parents who immigrated from the Soviet
Union. The inclusion of a Russian character in the main cast, especially during a
time of tense Russian-American relations, was especially helpful in showing a future
where everyone could get along for the greater good.
Lieutenant Uhura is the communications officer of the Enterprise. Uhura is of
African descent and speaks fluent Swahili. The inclusion of an African American
actress was especially powerful, especially during a time where African Americans
were struggling to gain their civil rights, some 100 years after the Emancipation
Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln.
Now you know some basic information about the original crew of the U.S.S.
Enterprise, NCC-1701 featured in “Star Trek”. Your continuing mission is to explore
strange new Star Trek episodes. To seek out new information so you can learn about
past experiences in the world, and challenge your perceptions of today’s world. To
boldly go, where no man one has gone before!

optimistic – adjective - hopeful and confident about the future.
underscored – verb (past tense) – underline something, emphasize, show the
importance of something.
prominent – adjective - important, well-known; easily noticed or seen.
assassinated – verb (past tense) – to kill (someone, such as a famous or
important person) usually for political reasons
cliche – noun – something that is so commonly used in books, stories, etc., that it
is no longer effective,
deftly – adverb – able to do something quickly and accurately; skillful and clever.
flagship – noun - 1) the ship that carries the commander of a group of ships.
2) the best, largest, or most important one of a group of things
(such as products, stores, etc.) — often used before another noun
moral – adjective - concerning or relating to what is right and wrong in human
behavior.
ethical – adjective – involving questions of right and wrong behavior : relating to
ethics (principles or standards).
improvise – verb - to make or create (something) by using whatever is available
helmsman – noun – a person who steers a ship or boat.
Civil Rights - noun (plural) the rights that every person should have regardless of
his or her sex, race, or religion
Emancipation Proclamation - noun (proper) - an order by U.S. President
Abraham Lincoln to free slaves in 10 states. It applied to slaves in the states still in
rebellion in 1863 during the American Civil War.
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