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                Discover online learning experiences from Smithsonian Associates: live, high-quality, and engaging programs that reach audiences across the country and around the world. We also offer select in-person programs in Washington, D.C., as well as local, regional, and national study tours.
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                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                How Languedoc Changed the Wine World
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 22, 2024 - 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                In addition to producing incredible and complex wines, Languedoc is a leader in sustainable viticulture and forward-thinking responses to climate change. This delicious exploration of regional wines led by sommelier Erik Segelbaum explores the profound impact Languedoc has had in the global wine world. The immersive program includes a curated personal tasting kit to enhance the experience.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Simulcast
                                

                            

                            
                                Justice Stephen Breyer on Reading the Constitution
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 27, 2024 - 7:45 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                The ascendent judicial philosophy of textualism that now dominates the Supreme Court interprets the Constitution by reading the text carefully and examining the language as it was understood at the time the document was written—to the exclusion of other evidence. Drawing from his new book, Reading the Constitution: Why I Chose Pragmatism, Not Textualism, recently retired Supreme Court Associate Justice Stephen Breyer deconstructs the textualist approach of the current Court’s supermajority and makes the case for a better, more traditional way to interpret the law. In conversation with Nina Totenberg, NPR's legal affairs correspondent, he examines different judicial approaches to the Constitution and reveals why he believes that textualism alone cannot and will not work.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                The WWI Navy: Second to None
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 26, 2024 - 6:30 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                For the U.S. Navy, World War I was the first significant test of an armed force branch billed as “second to none.” Could it rise to the challenge in the clash of powerful forces that had engulfed Europe? Chris Rentfrow, director of the Navy Museums Division at the Naval History and Heritage Command at Washington Navy Yard, examines the growing role of the Navy during early decades of the 20th century and the critical role its forces played in WWI.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                The Stories Behind the Chinese Menu
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 19, 2024 - 6:45 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Do you know the stories behind delectable Chinese American dishes—such as the connection between scallion pancakes and pizza? Drawing on her new book, Chinese Menu, Newberry and Caldecott honoree Grace Lin shares the tales behind favorite Chinese American food, from fried dumplings to fortune cookies. Rooted in history and folklore, the delightful stories are filled with squabbling dragons, magical fruits, and hungry monks. Journalist Lisa Ling joins Lin to uncover the rich histories of these dishes. Although Lin’s book is for young readers, this delicious conversation is for foodies of all ages.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Rivalries in Medicine: How Humanity Can Benefit from the Worst in People
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 20, 2024 - 6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                Surgeon and author Andrew Lam reveals how the rivalries between Louis Pasteur and Robert Koch, Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin, and the quartet of doctors who warred over credit for the discovery of anesthesia harmed each individual but benefited humankind and saved millions of lives.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Seminars - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                Insider's London: City of Splendors and Surprises
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 23, 2024 - 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                London’s historic places from medieval to modern and from famous to less well known, including rarities, splendors, and city surprises, are explored by London-born historian Lorella Brocklesby. Join her on a fascinating route that journeys from the ancient city through Covent Garden, the Strand, Whitehall, and Westminster to naval Greenwich.

                            

                        

                    

            
	

        
            

        
            
		
                    
                        
                            

		

                        

                        
                            
                                
                                    Lectures - Streaming
                                

                            

                            
                                The Lush World of Botticelli's La Primavera
                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    
                                

                                
                                    March 20, 2024 - 12:00 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. ET
                                

                            

                            
                                In 15th-century Florence, Sandro Botticelli created the masterpiece La Primavera, a mythological allegory that encapsulates the very essence of spring. At first glance it seems a straightforward celebration of the season, but its precise meaning continues to intrigue art historians, who have found within it references to neoplatonic ideas and the literature and poetry of Dante and Ovid. Art historian and author Laura Morelli explores the cultural and artistic context that gave rise to Botticelli’s meditation on a lush and fertile world. (World Art History Certificate elective, 1/2 credit)
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